
Types Of Discipline- Church, Pt. II 

In addition to the more well-known texts on the nature, purpose and process of church 

discipline, for example,  Mt 18:15-18; 1 Cor 5:1-11; and so on, the New Testament cites 

several other passages addressing this crucial matter.  A few of these are listed below: 

2 Ths 3:6,14-15  6 Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep 

away from any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received 

from us. 14 If anyone does not obey what we say in this letter, take note of that person, and have nothing 

to do with him, that he may be ashamed.  15 Do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother. 

The apostle charges the church to clearly and even publicly identify the guilty brother, in 

this case, one who is living disorderly and irresponsibly.  They are to continue regarding 

him as a brother but are to avoid “being mixed up with him,” i.e., they are to discipline 

themselves by denying him fellowship and all social contact.  This separation is 

intended to provoke a deep sense of shame in him causing him to repent of his sin and 

be restored.  The objective standard of Christian conduct and ethics is the apostolic 

teaching. 

In addition, the Pastoral Epistles also provide us with several examples of the need for 
church discipline.   
Timothy and Titus were to take a strong stand against the false teachers 
1 Tim 1:3 …, remain at Ephesus so that you may charge certain persons not to teach any different 
doctrine.   
See also 2 Tim 2:14 
 

In particular, the false teachers were to be silenced, that is, denied any opportunity to 
spread their divisive teaching 
Tit 1:10-11 

10
For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of 

the circumcision party.  
11

They must be silenced, since they are upsetting whole families by teaching for 
shameful gain what they ought not to teach. 

 
They were to be silenced by a sharp rebuke coupled with the possibility of restoration 
Tit 1:13 .. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith 
 

If, after two warnings a divisive brother refuses to confess and repent of his sins, then 
he was to be shunned 
Tit 3:10-11 

10
 As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have nothing 

more to do with him, 
11

 knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned. 
 

Ultimately, they were to be “handed over to Satan” in order to prevent further 

blasphemy, 1 Tim 1:20 

 

 

 



These young ministers, Timothy and Titus, were to avoid:  
"such people", that is, false teachers,  2 Tim 3:5.  See also vv. 6-9.   
"irreverent babble and contradictions of what is falsely called "knowledge,"" 1  Tim 6:20.  
"ungodliness," 2 Tim 2:16.  
"ignorant controversies; you know that they breed quarrel," 2 Tim 2:23. 
"foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels about the law, for they are unprofitable and 
worthless", Tit 3:9. 

 

From this brief survey, we can see that the New Testament teems with examples of the 

need for the church to discipline itself according to the immutable standard of the Word 

of God.   More than ever, this need still exists today. 


